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THE HOLY SPIRIT TODAY

by Jimmy Stevens

Introduction
INTRODUCTION:  A confusing topic for both Christians and non-Christians alike. 
I.
Need for this study. 

A.
Common questions about the Holy Spirit:  

1.
A being or simply a force or power from God the Father?  

2.
How did the Holy Spirit work in Bible times?

3.
How does the Holy Spirit work today?

4.
Are there miracles today, such as tongues speaking and healing?

5.
How do “miracles” of today and “miracles” of Bible times compare?

6.
How is the Holy Spirit involved in a sinner’s salvation?

7.
What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit?

8.
What is the gift of the Holy Spirit?

9.
Does the Holy Spirit literally and personally indwell the Christian?

10.
Does the Holy Spirit guide us apart from God’s instructions in the Bible?

11.
Just what does the Bible say about the Holy Spirit?  

B.
Perhaps no subject is as greatly misunderstood.  The only right answers will be found in the Bible, not human interpretations or emotional experiences.

II.
Content of this study.

A.
The Holy Spirit is as much involved in ones salvation as is the Father and the Son.  We should not let superstition and mysticism, frighten us from studying about Him.  Many are unwilling to spend the time to understand what the Bible teaches on this subject.  
B.
This study will appeal to the intellect not emotions.  The Bible is intellectually understood.  Intellectual, not emotional, understanding is the source of true faith, Rom 10:17, Eph 3:4.  If I must appeal to the emotions and forsake the teachings of God, I have failed as a preacher of the gospel of Christ, 2 John 9.
III.
Goal of this study: Show that the Holy Spirit saves today just as he did in the first century.  The gospel saves, Rom 1:16.  Although the gospel saves, the way in which it was delivered has changed.  We will study how the gospel was revealed to mankind in the first century by miraculous revelation and confirmation involving the energies of inspired preachers and writers, and that today the gospel is now completely revealed and confirmed in the form of the New Testament.  



CONCLUSION:  I invite you to study with me with an open mind and an honest heart free of preconceived ideas.
The Holy Spirit, Who or What?
INTRODUCTION: Identity of the Holy Spirit is important to understanding how he works.

A.
Different ideas.  
1.
Godhead is only one being, manifested as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

2.
An inanimate demonstration of the power of God the Father.  

3.
A third being in the eternal Godhead with the Father and Son.

B.
Who or What is the Holy Spirit?
I.
Holy “Spirit” or Holy “Ghost”

A.
In the King James Version of 1611 AD., the word “ghost” meant one who was a living, a supernatural spirit.  “spirit” described the spirit of the dead.  In time these English words switched meanings.  “Ghost” became the spirit of the dead while “spirit” referred to a living soul.  Hence, recent translations use “Spirit”.

B.
In the NT both words are translated from the Greek word, pneuma which means, wind or breath like a wind that is invisible yet powerful.  
II. The Holy Spirit: A “What”?

A.
Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that the Holy Spirit is an “impersonal force”. 

“Holding in view that ru'ahh means an invisible force in action, the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures puts Genesis 1:1, 2 into English in this way: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth proved to be formless and waste and there was darkness upon the surface of the watery deep; and God's active force was moving to and fro over the surface of the waters.”  Thus this translation as well as An American Translation makes it clear that no person called “the Spirit” was moving invisibly over the waters that covered the entire globe. Rather, it was the impersonal active force of God that was moving to and fro over the unlighted surface of the waters.” 

B.
However, in the Jehovah's Witnesses' New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures,
  of John 15:26, 16:13.
“When the helper arrives that I will send You from the Father, the spirit of the truth, which proceeds from the Father, that one will bear witness about me; 

“However, when that one arrives, the spirit of truth, he will guide you into all truth, for he will not speak of his own impulse, but what things he hears he will speak and he will declare to you the things coming.”

III.
The Holy Spirit is not…

A.
…some mystical, indefinite, indefinable, eternal-like substance that enshrouds and permeates the universe like a fog in the atmosphere.

B.
…a mere “influence”, or a vague, impersonal power released in response to human needs.

C.
…the mind, temper, or disposition of God the Father or Jesus the Son.

D.
…the New Testament or the Bible.

IV.
The Holy Spirit is a person.

A.
Not human but a person in contrast to  place or thing.  John 15:26-16:14.  Note personal pronouns “he”, “himself”, showing personality.

B.
Other things that describe him as a person and not a thing. 

Speaks
1 Tim 4:1

Witnesses, testifies
John 15:26

Teaches and reminds
John 14:26

Guides or Directs
John 16:12-13

Leads and Forbids
Acts 16:6-7

Searches
1 Cor 2:10

Affection
Rom 15:30

Knowledge
1 Cor 2:10-11

Goodness
Neh 9:20

Lied to and Resisted
Acts 5:3; 7:51

Insulted and Blasphemed
Heb 10:29, Matt 12:31-32

Grieved
Eph 4:30, Isa 63:10

C.
Attributes of a divine person. 

Omniscient (all knowing)
1 Cor 2:11-12

Equal association with Father and Son
Matt 28:18-20

D.
Called “God” like the Father and Son.


                  God—Isa 6:8-9
Holy Spirit—Acts 28:25

                          God—Jer 31:33
Holy Spirit—Heb 10:15

                          God—Acts 5:4
Holy Spirit—Acts 5:3

E.
Performs divine work.

Creation
Gen 1:2, Job 26:13, 33:4

Christ's Incarnation
Luke 1:35, Matt. 1:18

Inspired the Scriptures
2 Tim 3:16-17, 1 Cor 2:4-5, 10-13

Convicts the World
John 16:8-11

Dwells in Christians
1 Cor 3:16

Gives Hope, Joy, Comfort
Rom 15:13, 14:17, Acts 9:31

Bears witness with man's spirit
Rom 8:16

V.
Although called “God”, He is a separate being.  

A.
The Godhead, or Godhood expresses the state, dignity, condition and quality of Jehovah God of the Bible.  As “manhood” refers “mankind”, so “Godhead” refers to “God” or Deity.  “Godhead” is found three times in the NT, Acts 17:29, (“Godhead”, KJV, “Deity”, RSV), Rom 1:20, Col 2:9.  Godhead is composed of three persons, Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. 

B.
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are separate beings, performing separate roles, yet are united in producing one plan of redemption.  


[image: image1]
C.
Three distinct persons.

In The Beginning
Gen 1:1-2, John 1:1-3

Baptism Of Jesus
Matt 3:16-17

The Spirit’s Future Work
John 14:16-18, 28,15:26-27, 17:3-5

Baptism In The Name Of Three
Matt 28:18-20

Bear Record In Heaven
1 John 5:7

God Anointed Jesus With Holy Spirit
Acts 10:38

Access To The Father
Eph 2:18

Close Of 2 Corinthians
2 Cor 13:14

CONCLUSION:  There are about 260 references using the word “spirit” in the New Testament alone.  However, many of these are not referring to the Holy Spirit.  In fact, sometimes where “Spirit” is capitalized it should not be.  This should cause us to study and interpret the scriptures with caution.  

Indwelling of the Holy Spirit

INTRODUCTION:  There are different ideas on the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  A few ideas have caused some to join “charismatic” groups.  Others, deny the need for personal accountability and “free moral agency” if the Holy Spirit is in control.  
A.
Many questions.

1.
Literal and personal indwelling?

2.
An indwelling apart from the Word of God? 

3.
An indwelling through the influence of the Word of God?

4.
Can we even know how he dwells?

5.
Is simply “by faith” a sufficient answer?

6.
Is it best just to leave this subject alone?

B.
The Bible teaches the Holy Spirit dwells in Christians.  2 Tim 1:14, Rom 8:11, 1 Cor 6:19. 
I.
Individuality of the Holy Spirit.

A.
The Holy Spirit is as much an individual in the Godhead as the Father and Son.  He cannot be literally and personally divided into pieces and distributed into more than one place at the same time any more than you or I can.  

B.
Difference between the person and the power or influence of the Holy Spirit.

1.
A person’s influence can be distributed without distributing his person.  Example: Timothy’s mother and grandmother.  (2 Tim 1:5, 3:14-15).  It is not uncommon for people to say, “I see your father in you.”

2.
The Holy Spirit shows the same ability to empower or influence many, yet without literally and personally being divided and taking up residence in them.  

3.
Only one of the Godhead literally and personally dwelt within a human body, and that body was especially prepared for him.  Heb 10:5.
II.
“What about the ‘omnipresence’ of Deity?”

A.
God’s presence everywhere does not necessarily mean that his literal person is in every place at all times, especially when seeing him would mean death.  (John 1:8, 1 John 4:12).  

B.
God’s presence is in different forms and ways such as in creation, laws, works, agents, appointments, etc.  Yet, He dwells in heaven.  
1.
Example:  God’s presence, not person, was with an angel.  Ex 3:2-4
2.
Example:  God’s presence, not person, dwelt in the temple of Israel, Ex 25:21-22, 1 Kgs 8:26-27, Acts 7:46-50, 

3.
Example: Christ’s presence, not person, is with us, Acts 2:24, 32-33, Eph 1:20, 1 Pet 3:22, YET, Matt 18:20.
4.
Jesus would appear in the affairs of mankind, yet will not literally be seen until his second coming.  John 14:18, 23-24, Matt 24:30, 36, Acts 1:11, 1 Th 4:15-17.

C.
Just as with the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit’s presence can be among us without a literal, personal indwelling.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is His dwelling “in relationship with” Christians.

III.
A literal, personal indwelling of the Holy Spirit is confusing.
A.
Multiple indwellings at one time.  John 14:10, Rom 8:1, 9-11, 1 John 2:24, 3:6, 17, 4:12, 13, 15-16. 
Father
dwells in
Christ

Christ
dwells in
Father

Father
dwells in
Christian

Christian
dwells in
Father

Christ
dwells in
Christian

Christian
dwells in
Christ

Spirit
dwells in
Christian

Christian
dwells in
Spirit

B.
It would be impossible to illustrate multiple indwellings if they are literal and personal.  It would be like two snakes swallowing each other beginning with their tails.  

C.
It is much easier to understand “indwelling” as “dwelling in relationship”.  Consider: 
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“IN” is a SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP not GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION!

D.
If I am “in” a relationship with the Father and Son they are automatically in a relationship with me.  Example: My sister is “in” a sibling relationship with me and I am “in” that same relationship with her.  In the same way, the Holy Spirit dwells in me and I in him.  We dwell in relationship with each other.  

IV.
“He dwells in us through faith.”  Eph 3:17. 
A.
What do we mean “by faith”?  Before one can be in a covenant relationship with the Father, Son or the Holy Spirit, he must believe in the things God had revealed concerning salvation.  Rom 10:17.  If faith comes by hearing the word of God and our relationship with God comes only through an obedient faith, then when one has the proper faith he dwells in (in relationship with) God and God dwells in him.  The Holy Spirit’s dwelling in us will always exist in correlation with the strength of our faith in and obedience to his revealed word.  The same with the Father and Son.

B.
Correlation between the Spirit and the Word dwelling in us.  Parallel passages.  Eph 5:18-19, Col 3:16. 

V.
IF the Holy Spirit literally and personally indwells the Christian…
A.
What does He do?

B.
Does He personally advise? 

C.
Does He advise through talking, whispering, appearing in visions?

D.
Does He advise beyond what the scriptures teach?  If so, what does He advise differently from the scriptures?  If not, why does a Christian need a personal indwelling to give him the same advice as the Holy Spirit’s scriptures?

E.
Does He directly lead the Christian to the correct scriptures in time of need?

F.
Does He directly explain scriptures to the Christian? 

G.
Does He cause a Christian to make decisions beyond his own will?  

H.
Does He work in the same way for every Christian?  If so, why don’t all Christians agree on how he works?  If not, is he showing partiality?  Is the process of salvation and continued faithfulness different for different people?

I.
If a literal, personal indwelling is so vital to our faith why can we not explain it?  

J.
Are we not expected to understand our what we are doing when we obey God?  

VI.
But what about the “gift of the Holy Spirit”, Acts 2:38.

A.
It is not the miraculous “gifts”.  No miraculous gifts were performed by anyone but the apostles until after Acts 6, and then it was by the laying on of the apostles hands.  Acts 8:4-17,  Baptized Samaritans received no gifts until Peter and John came. 

B.
Context shows the “gift” is the salvation of God’s eternal promise.  Acts 2:38-39, tells sinners what to do and what to expect when they did it.  The promise was to all sinners, both Jews and Gentiles.  (“afar off”—Eph 2:13).  V 40, Peter further explained the gift as being saved.  V 41-47, When they did what Peter said, (repented and were baptized) what did they receive?  Remission of sins v 38.  Salvation and being added to Christ’s kingdom, the church v 41, 47.

C.
This promise refers to the greatest blessing all the world hoped for—salvation from sin.  

1.
From the time of Adam and Eve (Gen 3:15).

2.
Through Abraham’s seed (Gen 12:3).

3.
All faithful Jews anticipated it for centuries until this moment. 

4.
All the prophets of old foretold it.  (Acts 3:21-24, 1 Pet 1:8-12).  

5.
All nations “near and far” brought together in one body (Acts 2:39, Eph 2:11-22).

6.
It makes Acts 2 the hub of all human history.

7.
It is the eternal inheritance promised in God’s eternal purpose  (Gal 3:15-4:7).

D.
It is not reasonable that all mankind was waiting for the promise that “all nations of the earth would be blessed” by the salvation God through Jesus, the Savior and the Christ, that Peter would refer to the literal, personal (albeit, incomprehensible and unexplainable), indwelling of the Holy Spirit as “the gift.”  

CONCLUSION: As the Word of God dwells in the Christian, and the Christian dwells in the Word; he dwells in fellowship or in relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and they dwell in relationship with him.  

The Holy Spirit and the Bible
INTRODUCTION:  The role of the Holy Spirit in revealing the Bible.  

I.
Scriptures came by the will of God.  2 Pet 1:20-21
A.
“holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”  Therefore, revelation did not come by “private interpretation,” that it, not human thoughts or explanation of what God said, but are the words of God.  

B.
The Bible is divine and trustworthy.  If it is not divine, we cannot trust its claims of facts.  It would be no more valuable than literary works of men.  Since it is “God breathed” we can trust it and believe its promises.  

II.
Inspiration vs. Revelation.  They are not the same.  

A.
Many confuse the two, supposing every man who received a revelation from God was an inspired man.  This is not true.  

1.
REVELATION is the unfolding or uncovering of God’s will to man.  Eph 3:3, 5.
2.
INSPIRATION is the impulse of the Spirit prompting those who received a revelation to accurately preach or write what they had received, 2 Tim 3:16, 2 Pet 1:21.  

B.
Inspiration declares the Word of God to be Divine and the indisputable and infallible authority in religion.  

III.
The Holy Spirit and Inspiration. 2 Tim 3:16-17
A.
“inspiration of God”,  comes from the Greek word theopneustos, theo- meaning God and pneustos meaning to blow or breathe.  Hence, “God breathed or inspired of God.”  The Bible, is God-spirited or breathed through the Holy Spirit.  

B.
Inspiration implies influence from without, producing effects beyond man’s ability.  Applied to the Bible, it is the “in-breathing” of God’s will into men, qualifying them to receive and deliver divine truth.  In receiving and recording the will of God, these men were infallible, 2 Cor 4:7, 1 Cor 2:4-5, 

C.
Because of this the apostles are often referred to as “inspired men” and their writing the “inspired word”.  

D.
The prophets of old were moved or borne by the Holy Spirit,   2 Pet 1:19-21.  “word of prophesy”, “prophecy of scripture” and “prophecy” are words which refer to “scriptures”.  “moved” means conveyed or borne.  “Of the mind, to be moved inwardly, prompted, to bring forward in speech, 2 Pet 1:21”.
  The idea is to pick up or to bear along to a goal of the bearer’s own choosing.  A true prophet,  Deut 18:18-19.
IV.
Inspiration of Biblical writers was both plenary and verbal.  (words as well as their thoughts were inspired).  
A.
Various concepts of inspiration:

1.
Universal Inspiration: men of genius are inspired in the sense that they are exceptionally talented.  Example: Shakespeare, Michelangelo, Beethoven.  However, this is merely exceptional talent.  Maybe genius but not inspiration.  

2.
Partial Inspiration: Inspired in great principles and ideals, but not in its historic facts, statements of doctrine and minute rules and regulations.  This leaves man to interpret and decide how to express these principles, and decide what is right or wrong.

3.
God put the thoughts in certain men’s minds and left them free to express them any way they desired.  This also leaves the final outcome subject to mistakes of fallible man.  

B.
The Bible was revealed through plenary and verbal inspiration. 

1.
Plenary Inspiration:  Full, complete, entire, extending to every part.  All information in the Bible, whether known before hand, copied, or revealed was written accurately.  Subject matter and choice of words are as God wanted.  Original manuscripts were given by the inspiration of God through the Holy Spirit.

2.
Verbal Inspiration:  This does not mean that God dictated as an official would dictate to a secretary.  That would destroy the unique style of each writer.  Instead, God allowed no words to be recorded that he did not intend to be included. 

C.
Liberties and limitations in inspiration and revelation.  

1.
Liberties in Style and Vocabulary:  The Holy Spirit moved the men to write, but the writers were allowed to write through their own background, personality, vocabulary and style.  If they had been just pens instead of penmen, style and vocabulary would have been uniform among the writers.  If we can accept the miracle of revelation and inspiration we should be able to accept the fact that God could use each writer’s own customary speech and personality traits in writing. 

2.
Limitations of Inspiration: It did not impart omniscience (power to know all), 1 Cor 1:16, 1 Thess 3:5;  nor render one immune to bodily harm, (Paul’s being bitten while on the island of Melita is a situation fitting within the scope of Mark 16:17-18, Acts 28:1, 4-5); nor keep one from sinning, Gal 2:11-14, 1 Cor 9:27.  It did not make all statements recorded in the Bible true, but it did record false statements for historical accuracy.  Ex: Gen 3:4 

V.
The Holy Spirit delivered God’s message and established the proper religious authority for all time.  (see next charts below)

A.
While on earth, Jesus began the process of delivering all truth.  
He promised his apostles that the Holy Spirit would guide them in finally delivering all truth.  When the Spirit came upon the apostles, and apostles passed power to others, they all accurately preached and wrote God’s message of salvation.  

B.
In time, truth was completely written in what we know as the Bible, specifically, the New Testament.  The fact that God’s plan of salvation was now in written form instead of miraculous form, did not diminish the gospel’s power to save the lost soul.  
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CONCLUSION:  The New Testament contains God’s plan of redemption.  To ensure the exactness of the message, the Holy Spirit delivered His plan to selected people and guided them in their presentation of truth to the world.  He also empowered them to perform miracles to confirm that the message was from God and not man (later lesson).  The Bible is accurate and complete thanks to the work of the Holy Spirit.  

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
INTRODUCTION:  A typical understanding of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is that one must have enough faith in Jesus in order to be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  

A.
Then he surrenders his mind and emotions to suggestions of what to expect when the Holy Spirit comes.  When he feels like conditions in his mind agree with the suggestions, he will claim to have an “experience.”  Because this emotional experience seems so real, he is convinced he has been baptized with the Holy Spirit.  At this point, his emotional experience is more important than an honest knowledge of Bible truth about the Holy Spirit. 
B.
Which would you trust, an emotional experience or what the Holy Spirit says about Himself in the Bible?  Let us see what the Bible says about the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  
I.
“General’ promise of Holy Spirit.

A.
Matt 3:1-12, both good and evil people present.  
B.
John mentions two baptisms.

1.
Holy Spirit baptism administered by Jesus.

2.
Baptism of Fire, also administered by Jesus.  Fire baptism is in contrast to Holy Spirit baptism and implies destruction of the wicked, such as the Pharisees. (v 7-12).

C.
Noting both penitent and wicked people were in John’s audience, it is obvious that he was making a general announcement of the future work of the Holy Spirit.
II.
Jesus specifies John’s general prophecy. 

A.
Acts 1:1-8.  Jesus was with his apostles.  Notice the grammar rule of pronouns and antecedents.  (“The antecedent of a pronoun is a word for which the pronoun stands” 
 “A pronoun usually refers to something earlier in the text (its antecedent) and must agree in number — singular/plural — with the thing to which it refers.) 
  “Apostles” are the antecedents of the pronouns “whom”, “them”, “they”, “you” when Jesus promises the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

B.
This promise is a renewal of an earlier promise.  John 14:16.  The context is “date specific”, revolving around the event of his death.  It was not a perpetual promise.  
1.
The context shows that the apostles are the recipients of the promise of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  John 13-18.  Note especially, 14:15-18, 26, 15:26-27, 16:7-14.

2.
Other marks that specify the apostles as recipients of the Helper (Comforter KJV). 

a.
14:18, Who was Jesus about to leave?
b.
14:26, Who, today, was with Jesus while he personally taught things that could be forgotten?
c.
15:26-27, Who was with Jesus from the beginning of his ministry?

d.
16:7-14, Who did Jesus leave, and who would need help from his replacement? (Acts 1:1-13).

C.
Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit was for revealing truth, not for understanding an already revealed truth.  

III.
Making promises is one thing.  Fulfilling them is another.  Who actually received the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
A.
Acts 2:4, Who spoke in tongues as a result of the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  
1.
Acts 1:2-8,  Already noted the promise was only to the APOSTLES, 

2.
Acts 1:22, Only APOSTLES were commissioned to be special witnesses.  1:15, first and only time 120 are specifically mentioned in Acts.  “And in those days”, time elapsed between v 14 and v 15.
3.
1:16-17, can only be the APOSTLES.  
4.
1:17, can only refer to the ministry of the APOSTLESHIP, 16-26.

5.
1:20, office of the APOSTLES.  An office that needed to be “refilled”.  

6.
1:22, Qualifications of an APOSTLE, must be met (“witness”).  John 15:27.

7.
1:23-24, “They appointed two” and asked the Lord to choose one.  If all 120 were to receive Holy Spirit baptism, why was only one chosen? 

8.
1:25, “That he may take part of the ministry and APOSTLESHIP”  

9.
1:26-2:1, “Numbered with the eleven (not the 107) APOSTLES”... “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they (“they” who?)...”
10.
2:4, “THEY were filled with the Holy Spirit”.  “They” who?  To whom was it promised?  (1:8).  Who is in this context? (2:1). 
11.
2:7, “Are not all these which speak GALILEANS?”  Where did the 120 come from?  Mary, Martha and Lazarus from Judea, John 11:1-5; 12:1-2.  Apostles from Galilee, Matt 4:12-22, 9:1, 9, John 1:43-45, Matt 10:1-4.

12.
2:14, “Peter, standing up with the ELEVEN”  Who was speaking?  Who were they amazed at?  Who was considered drunk in speech?

13.
2:32, “We all are witnesses.”  “We” who? 
APOSTLES, 1:8, 22, 2:14, John 15:27
14.
2:37, “They were pricked ...said to Peter and APOSTLES, what shall we do?”  Why ask only apostles if all 120 received the baptism of the Holy Spirit?

15.
2:42, “They continued in the APOSTLES doctrine...”  Whose doctrine? v 42, Why APOSTLES’ doctrine if all 120 received the same Holy Spirit?

16.
2:43, “Many wonders and signs were done by the APOSTLES.”  If Holy Spirit baptism is for all, then it should be tongue speaking and miracles by the 3000 (v 41) + 108 (1:15) + 12 = 3,120 miracle workers!  But what do we see…
17.
3:1-11, Only APOSTLES worked miracles.

18.
4:7-11, Only APOSTLES were arrested for miracle working.

19.
5:12-16, Only APOSTLES worked many signs and wonders. 

20.
6:6, 8:18, Only APOSTLES laid hands on others to receive miraculous power. No evidence that anyone else worked a miracle at all until Acts 6.  In fact, it was the church (3000 +) that stood in awe of the apostles, Acts 5:11-15.  Why be in awe if they could work the same miracles as the apostles?

B.
Without all 120 receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Charismatic and Pentecostal people cannot argue Holy Spirit baptism is for people today.  
IV.
“What about Cornelius in Acts 10-11?”

A.
Just as the Holy Spirit baptism was a sign establishing the credibility of the apostles, it established God’s acceptance of the Gentiles to Peter and his companions.  

B.
Peter explained this by his vision and words.  Acts 10:45-47, 11:15-17.  He related the incident as evidence that God accepted the Gentiles for salvation.  He tied that sign with the sign on Pentecost.  If Holy Spirit baptism was such a common part of everyone’s salvation, why did Peter treat it as unique?  

CONCLUSION:  Not every scripture that shows the Holy Spirit working is referring to the “baptism of the Holy Spirit.”  Neither is every place “baptism” appears talking about Holy Spirit baptism.  Acts 2 and 10 record the only events of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Spiritual gifts came to others by the laying on of the apostles’ hands.  However, only Jesus could send the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Gifts of the Holy Spirit
INTRODUCTION: We will now study the origin and purpose of spiritual gifts in the NT.
A.
Spiritual gifts are listed in 1 Cor 12:8-9.
B.
These gifts include such things as casting out demons, handling serpents without harm, healing the sick, raising the dead, many other manifestations. (Mark 16:17-18, Acts 9:36, 20:9)

C.
So-called “miracles” today are limited to only a few of these gifts. 

I.
How did one receive spiritual gifts in the first century?

A.
Apostles received miraculous powers when they were baptized by the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  Mark 16:14-20, refers to the apostles powers. (cf. Matt 28:18-20, Luke 24:45-53, Acts 1:5-8)
B.
With the exception of Cornelius’ household speaking in tongues (Acts 10), we find no other scripture where anyone received spiritual gifts as a result of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

C.
Other accounts either do not state how gifts came or that they came through the laying on of the apostles hands.  (Acts 8:18).

1.
Acts 8:5-6, 12-13, Philip performed miracles but…

2.
Acts 6:5-6, apostles had laid hands on him.

3.
Acts 8:14-19, although Philip could perform miracles he could not pass on miracles. 

4.
Acts 19:6, Paul laid hands on the 12 Ephesians.

5.
2 Tim 1:6, Paul laid hands on Timothy. 

D.
There is no evidence of any, on whom the apostles laid hands, passing gifts on to others.  When apostles died, power to pass gifts died.  When recipients of apostles gifts died, gifts ceased.  Today, “so-called gifts”, claimed to be received from the Holy Spirit, cannot be the gifts described in the Bible because the apostle are not alive to lay on hands.
E.
Acts 2:17-18,  How did the Holy Spirit carry out this prophecy of Joel?  

Holy Spirit Baptism on All Flesh

Jews                                           Gentiles

Acts 2, Apostles                      Acts 10, Cornelius

Laid hands on…

“sons and daughters” 

“young and old men”
They shall…

“prophesy”
“see visions”
“dream dreams”
II.
What was the purpose of spiritual gifts and miracles?  

A.
Purpose for Jesus’ miracles. 


B.
The purpose for Apostle’s miracles. 


The Holy Spirit and Salvation

III.
“What about so-called modern miracles, especially healing?”  

A.
Is it a miracle when one enjoys an unexplainable recovery, who has been diagnosed with a grave illness or terminal disease?
B.
If one cannot be healed by a so-called “faith healer”, it is blamed on the sick persons’ lack of faith. Yet: 

1.
Without faith Lazarus and Dorcus were raised from the dead, John 11, Acts 9.

2.
Miracles done in NT times did not depend on the faith of the one healed.  Faith was required for the miracle worker, Mark 16:14-20

3.
To say “one does not have enough faith to be healed” is to say the power of the Holy Spirit to heal someone is in the person to be healed not in the one who is supposed to have the power to heal.  

C.
Why may some appear inexplicably healed today?

1.
Psychosomatic Cure:  (a part of God’s natural design). 

a.
“psycho”- mind, “soma”- body.  The mind has a powerful effect on our physical bodies for both good and bad.  Dr.’s are learning more and more about the power of the mind’s power over the healing processes of the body.  They have already known the mind’s power that causes “psychosomatic illnesses”.  Do an internet search on such phrases as “psychosomatic illness”, “psychosomatic cure”, “psychoneuroimmunology”, and “neuroimmunomodulation” which involve studies of the pathways between emotions of the mind and the health of the body.  


“Sometimes “cross-talk” studies in these areas have provided scientific basis for understanding how emotions can influence the onset, course, and remission of disease.” 

b.
Do we know all about God’s design of psychosomatic influence on the body’s natural power to heal?

c.
Doctors do not claim to understand everything about the natural healing processes. 


“LONDON—The regrets of a cancer expert who assessed the only man ever convicted of the 1988 Lockerbie jetliner bombing have intensified the anger felt by victims’ relatives over Scotland’s decision to release the Libyan on compassionate grounds.


“Professor Karol Sikora and other experts had said Abdel Baset al-Megrahi probably had only three monthes to live when he was freed from a Scottish jail last August and allowed to return home to Libya.  But one year later, Al-Megrahi, who is being treated for prostate cancer, is still alive.  


“Sikora, one of three experts who assessed al-Megrahi’s health for Libyan authorities, was quoted by Britain’s Observer newspaper Sunday as saying he should have been more cautious about the chances of survival.


“‘If I could go back in time, I would have probably been more vague and tried to emphasize the statistical chances not hard fact,’ Sikora was quoted as saying.


“‘In medicine we say ‘Never say never and never say always,’ because funny things happen.  All you can do is give a statistical opinion,’ said Sikora, dean of the School of Medicine at Buckingham University, in central England.” 

d.
Different people react differently to disease and recovery which is also influenced by environment, diet, medicine, the will to live, emotional state of mind, etc.

2.
With this many variables it is impossible to conclude that “healing” today is a divine “miracle”.

D.
A “modern day miracle” can be defined as an explanation for something we don’t understand.  This presupposes that we already know everything about God’s natural process of healing.  If healing takes place beyond the ability to explain it many will automatically call it a “miracle.”  Interestingly, what some may have called miracles in the past, have been discovered, after years of research, discoveries and inventions, to be the result of the human body’s natural processes, which are a part of God’s design, 
E.
Compare “modern” miracles, especially miraculous healing with miracles in the New Testament times.  

	Today
	Bible Times

	-Sick must first have faith to be healed. 
	-Miracles were used to create faith

	
	-Miracles were performed by a gifted person, even if the recipient had no faith

	
	-Even godly men with spiritual gifts were not healed.  (1 Tim 5:23, 2 Tim 4:20). 

	-Selected diseases and health issues are “healed”.  Even then it may not be a complete cure, or it is in conjunction with medical treatment.
	-All manner of diseases, health issues were instantly and completely cured without relapses (ex: amputees, even raising the dead), without the assistance of medicine.

	-To believe in miracles today is to believe the Word of God is not confirmed. 
	-Miracles were used to establish the credibility of the Word of God once and for all time.  Once confirmation was made miracles were no longer needed.  

	-“Miracles” occur after emotional arousal has been induced.
	-Miracles were performed instantaneously regardless of the emotional state of the recipient.

	-Only selected miracles (ex: tongues, healing) are emphasized.
	-All miracles performed successfully. 

	If so-called miracles occur today differently than the way the Bible describes miracles, can one honestly use the Bible as his proof for modern day miracles?  


CONCLUSION:  Miraculous gift were given for a specific purpose during a special time in the history of mankind.  Once the purpose of miracles produced the completely revealed and confirmed Word of God, they were no longer needed.  (more in a later lesson). 

The Holy Spirit and Salvation

INTRODUCTION:  Every conversion to Christ since Pentecost has been made possible by the operation of the Holy Spirit on the heart of the sinner.

A.
This is almost universally accepted by professed Bible students, BUT  there is much controversy on the way or “mode” of the Holy Spirit’s operation.  Superstition and mysticism replace sound thinking.  Many say the Bible is not clear on the subject.

B.
Do you suppose God would be vague about the most fundamental need of mankind—salvation?

I.
Questions to consider:

A.
In the conviction and conversion of the sinner to Christ, how does the Holy Spirit influence the heart?  Does He operate directly or indirectly?  Does He operate immediately (without means) or intermediately (with or through means)?

B.
The Bible teaches the Holy Spirit operates through agency or intermediately, through His inspired Word.

II.
Popular religious doctrines of salvation.

A.
Many denominations teach a direct operation of the Holy Spirit on the sinner before he can be saved.

1.
“We believe the Scriptures teach that man was created in holiness, under the law of his Maker; but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and happy state; in consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but by choice; being by nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclined to evil; and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense.” 
 

2.
Since man is by nature a sinner and can do nothing to affect his salvation then only by God’s grace alone can the sinner be lifted up from the sinful condition.  The way God does that is for the Holy Spirit to create in the sinner a faith (since the sinner is incapable) and after this faith is created apply the blood of Christ for salvation based solely on that faith without any works performed.  This is called regeneration.

3.
“We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be regenerated, or born again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind; that it is effected in a manner above our comprehension by the power of the Holy Spirit, in connection with the divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the gospel; and that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance, and faith, and newness of life.” 
 

B.
The basis of this doctrine assumes “total hereditary depravity”, a doctrine John Calvin popularized in the 16th century, patterned after the Catholic doctrine of original sin and.

1.
The Catholic doctrine states: “Adam’s transgression was not confined to himself, but was transmitted, with its long train of direct consequences, to all his posterity.  It is called original sin because it is derived from our original progenitor.”




“As an infant one day old cannot commit an actual sin, the stain must come from the original offense of Adam.”




“...we have all inherited the transgression of our first parents, and ...we are born enemies of God.” 

2.
Calvin wrote, “We thus see that the impurity of parents is transmitted to their children, so that all, without exception, are originally depraved.  The commencement of this depravity will not be found until we ascend to the first parent of all as the fountain head.” 

3.
The most logical explanation for how one is saved when he is totally helpless in finding salvation is to have a divine, miraculous operation from God

C.
Whenever you hear a preacher state “Let the Holy Spirit open your hearts” or “come into your heart to help you accept Jesus, to help you understand the truth of salvation, or to give you saving faith.”----he is saying you must have a special operation of the Holy Spirit without the power and influence of the word of God.   Sometimes this is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which is another study in itself.

D.
In a private conversation I once had with a member of a denomination, he stated, “When you are saved the word comes alive in you.”  In other words, people are saved without the Word.  They are saved by an operation of the Holy Spirit which gives them saving faith and afterward the ability to understand what the word of God means.

III.
The Bible on original sin?

A.
When Adam sinned he demonstrated free will to choose to sin or obey.  When he sinned he did not pass the guilt of sin to following generations.  Neither did he make it impossible for humanity to do right.

B.
 The Bible teaches man is not born with sin.  Deut 24:16, Ezek 18:20.
C.
He chooses to sin. John 8:34, 1 John 3:4, Jas 4:17
D.
If the Holy Spirit does not operate directly on the sinner’s heart, how does he operate?

IV.
First, how does the Holy Spirit communicates with mankind.

A.
In OT times the Holy Spirit guided by the word of God.  Compare: 2 Sam 23:2, Psa 95:7-8, Heb 3:7-8, The Psalmist spoke by the Holy Spirit,  2 Pet 1:21.  
B.
The saving power was not in the Holy Spirit’s process of delivering truth, but in the truth itself.  Truth can be dispensed orally, by written word, tape recorder, CD ROM, VCR, or Braille.  However, people are taught by the content of the message, not the means for delivering the message.  Phil 1:15-18. 
C.
The Holy Spirit guided people to salvation in the NT times by the message of God.  Eph 3:3-5, 1 Pet 1:12, 1 Pet 1:22-25.  Is it any wonder Paul said, Rom 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”

V.
False ideas arise when comparing the Holy Spirit with the Word.

A.
False ideas:

The Spirit converts
the Word further instructs

The Word converts
the Spirit further instructs

The Spirit does what the Word does
Therefore, the Spirit is the Word

The Bible does not teach any of these ideas.

B.
The Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit used the spoken or written Word as his agent to convert sinners.  Illustrations:
John chopped down the tree with an ax
John chopped down the tree

Mary killed the snake with a hoe
Mary killed the snake

Holy Spirit converts the sinner with the Word
Holy Spirit converts the sinner

C.
The Holy Spirit is not the Word but uses the Word to save.

	Spirit
	Action
	Word

	John 3:5
	Born, begotten


	1 Pet 1:23-25, 1 Cor 4:15
Jas 1:18

	John 6:63
	Gives Life
	Psa 119:50, 93 

	Titus 3:5
	Saves
	Jas 1:21

	Rom 15:13
	Power of Hope
	Rom 1:16

	1 Cor 6:11
	Sanctified
	John 17:17

	1 Cor 6:11
	Washed
	Eph 5:26

	Eph 5:18-19
	Indwelling
	Col 3:16


If one saves, we don’t need the other, but which should we ignore?

D.
The Holy Spirit uses his Word.  2 Th 2:13-14
VI.
Bible example of the Holy Spirit using his Word to save.

A.
Acts 2 and the 3000 converted.

John 16:7-8
HS to convict the world of sin

John 14:23, 16:13
Guide apostles in all truth

Acts 1:8
Apostles to wait for HS and power

Acts 2:1-4, 11
HS gave apostles words to speak

Acts 2:5-13
Many marveled, some mocked

Acts 2:14-21
Peter defended apostle’s actions

Acts 2:22-35
First gospel sermon

Acts 2:36
“You have crucified”

B.
The result of the preaching?

Acts 2:37
People were convicted of their sin.  HOW?

Acts 2:37
“When they heard this”  HEARD WHAT?

The gospel of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

This is the gospel of salvation.  1 Cor 15:1-4,
C.
“But Jesus said the Spirit would convict the world.”  He convicted and converted many. Acts 2:38-47.

D.
Every NT conversion was begun and completed by the Holy Spirit through His word.

VII.
The Direct Operation theory opposes the Bible.

A.
It destroys human accountability in spiritual matters.  John 12:48, Rom 14:12, 2 Cor 5:10.
B.
It blames God for lost souls.  

C.
No one was ever saved apart from the instruction of God’s Word.

D.
It never changed the character of the individual.  
1.
Pharaoh, Gen 41.
2.
Balaam, Num 24:2, 2 Pet 2:15.
3.
King Saul, 1 Sam 19:18-24.
E.
In the Bible, the direct operation of the Holy Spirit was irresistible.  (Ex: apostles).  If the Holy Spirit operated directly in conviction and conversion, every person on whom he operated would be “born again”.  Since God is not partial (Acts 10:34), the Holy Spirit would operate on every sinner because He wants all saved, 1 Tim 2:4, 2 Pet 3:9.  This would create universal salvation, yet Jesus taught not all will be saved, Matt 25:46.  The Bible does not teach salvation by the direct operation of the Holy Spirit.
F.
This theory denies that God’s word is sufficient to save.  

1.
SAVES: Rom 1:16, 1 Cor 1:18, Jas 1:21. 
2.
RECONCILES: 2 Cor 5:18-20. 
3.
GIVES LIFE: John 6:63, Psa 119:50, 93
4.
CONVERTS:  Psa 19:7.
5.
CLEANSES: John 15:3, Acts 15:9, Rom 10:17.
6.
NEW BIRTH:  1 Pet 1:22-23, 1 Cor 4:15, Jas 1:18
7.
SANCTIFIES:  John 17:17 

8.
JUDGE IN THE LAST DAY:  John 12:48
CONCLUSION:  Neither in NT days nor today does the Holy Spirit convert one to Christ by a directly working on the heart of the individual in some mysterious, incomprehensible, miraculous fashion.  He saves souls by words of the gospel preached or written.  Even those given the power of the Holy Spirit were not saved by that endowment.  (Peter, Gal 2, Paul’s caution, 1 Cor 9:27).  They also had to obey the Word of God. 
That Which Is Perfect Is Here!

INTRODUCTION: 1 Cor 13:10, “But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.”
A.
Different ideas on this verse.

1.
Jesus, at his second coming.

2.
Millennium of an earthly reign of Christ.

3.
Love, because the context shows the enduring power of love.

4.
Heaven, as the perfect abode, in contrast with the corruption of a failing earth.

B.
Advocates of present day miracles use this to prove that spiritual gifts are still around. 
I.
Carefully examine 1 Cor 13:10.
A.
“that which is perfect has come,”  

1.
Something that had not yet come at this writing.

2.
“perfect”, contrast with “in part”, something which is whole or complete, not unfinished or in parts.

3.
These things will certainly happen.
B.
“that which is in part will be done away.”
1.
“in part” was present with the saints at the time of Paul’s writing.

2.
It would not last because it would be “done away”.
C.
“When”, Shows an appointed time when the “perfect” would replace that which was “in part”.  Whenever “that which is perfect” is present, “that which is in part” will be gone.

D.
What is “perfect” and “in part”?

II.
“in part” 

A.
The broad context is chapters 12-14, “Now concerning spiritual gifts.” 

B.
V 4-11, different kinds of gifts in Corinth.  
1.
V 28, personnel with gifts. 
2.
V 11, “Spirit…distributing to each one individually as He wills.”
C.
V 28-30, Rhetorical questions suggest gifts were parts of a whole. “Are all”, “Do all”.
D.
V 31, more excellent way—13:13, “love”.  

E.
V 13:8-9, “we know in part and we prophesy in part.”  

1.
“in part” was the distribution of spiritual gifts to different people.  

2.
Paul uses “synecdoche”—part for the whole.  He only mentions a few gifts to represent all gifts. 
III.
What was the purpose of spiritual gifts in the first place?

A.
Old Testament: Confirm God’s Word,  Ex 3:13-14, 4:1-17, 1 Kg 17:8-24.
B.
New Testament. 
1.
Jesus, Confirm Sonship, Deity and Word. John 5:36, 10:25, 37-38, 20:30-31.
2.
Apostles and prophets, Reveal and confirm God’s Word. 
a.
Confirm apostleship.  2 Cor 12:11-12, Acts 2:43.
b.
Reveal truth.  2 Pet 1:20-21, John 14:26, 16:13, Eph 3:1-5, 1 Cor 2:12-13,(cf. 1-5), Gal 1:11-12.
c.
Confirm truth revealed.  Mark 16:17-20, Heb 2:3-4, Rom 15:19.
C.
NT miraculous gifts were for revealing and confirming the truth of God.

1.
Jesus did not heal everyone because his miracles were the purpose of confirming his word.  
2.
Apostles and prophets could have emptied the cemeteries, but their powers were for revealing and confirming the truth.

3.
They even avoided using powers for personal gain, to solve civil crisis or benevolence.  Example:  1 Tim 5:23
IV.
Revelation and Confirmation, “that which is in part”.
A.
If spiritual gifts were divided among the Christians, and used for revelation and/or confirmation then revelation and confirmation was divided among the members.

B.
How could a local church have a complete picture of truth if it came in parts?

C.
In chapter 12, Paul reprimands the brethren because they were not uniting their “parts” to provide the whole, confirmed truth.  1 Cor 12:25-31, 14:26-31, Eph 4:11-16
D.
In the first century, all truth was available, but in divided parts related to the different spiritual gifts among many.  Acts 20:27, Col 1:23.
V.
Now we have a dilemma  1 Cor 13:10
A.
V 8-9, “But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part.”
B.
Only apostles could pass on gifts (Acts 8:14-18, 6:6, 19:6, 2 Tim 1:6.  When all recipients of gifts died, gifts ceased.  Therefore, the time when gifts ceased would have been around the end of the first and early part of the second century.

C.
If gifts were for revealing and confirming truth and this process ceased, HOW WOULD TRUTH BE MADE AVAILABLE TO MANKIND?

VI.
The answer is in the text.  “that which is perfect” will replace it.

A.
What is “perfect”?  “perfect” means “finished, complete perfect.” 
  It is a “that”; an object not a person of completeness.

B.
The “perfect” would fully replace the “parts”.  

C.
If the revelation and confirmation of the gospel came by miraculous means and miraculous means were divided “in parts” and these miraculous “parts” were to cease when the “perfect “comes, the “perfect” had to contain in itself (neuter pronoun) all that the parts contained.  Otherwise, there would be no way of perpetuating the truth for future generations. 

D.
Only one thing could replace the product of that which was “in part.”  THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES!  2 Tim 3:16-17, Jas 1:25. 
E.
I hold in my hand in a collected, completed, confirmed form, the same thing the people in the first century received by the collective working of miracles.  THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION.  ALL I NEED TO KNOW TO TAKE ME TO HEAVEN IS HERE!  IT IS THAT WHICH IS PERFECT.

VII.
Two illustrations show the transition from “parts” to “perfect”, 1 Cor 13:11-12.

A.
V 11,  The completeness of truth compared to human maturation. 
1.
“Child”, the state where truth was taught through gifts in parts.  (immature state).

2.
“Man”, the state when truth was complete and no longer in “parts”.  The NT, (mature state). 

B.
V 12, The completeness of truth compared to clearing vision.
  
1.
“In a mirror dimly”- The image reflected is vague, not clear.  “Now I know in part”. Truth is gathered from the gifted parts, a “vague” arrangement.  

2.
“Face to face”- The image is clear, like looking face to face.  “but then I shall know just as I am also known”.  Truth will be collected and compiled and not in parts.  The dim will disappear when the clear arrives.  

CONCLUSION:  That which is perfect can only be something that produces perfection.  New Testament scriptures have that capability of producing perfection in the lives of all who will submit to its teaching.  Let us thank the Father, Son and Holy Spirit for giving us a complete guide to help us conform to the image of Jesus who gave himself for us that we might enjoy the glories of heaven throughout eternity.
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Son


Eph 3:17
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Rom 8:9
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Eph 3:17





Holy Spirit


Rom 8:9





The Written Word


Mystery Revealed…………………………………………………...Eph 3:1-7


Grace Appeared, Preached, Written	..Titus 2:11-14, 1 Pet 1:10-12, 5:12


Faith Once For All Delivered…………………………………………Jude 3


Partake Of The Divine Nature…………………………………...2 Pet 1:3-4


Complete By The Word…………………………...Col 2:10, 2 Tim 3:16-17�                                   Jas 1:25, 2:12, Luke 10:16, John 13:20, Gal 1:7-9





Miracles


Nature- stilling the storm	Matt 8:26


Demons- cast out demons	Matt 8:16


Material things- loaves and fishes	Matt 14:15-21


Diseases- sickness, leprosy	Matt 8:2-3, 9:35


Death- raising of Lazarus	John 11


Purpose


Bear witness of his deity	John 5:36, 10:25


To create faith	John 10:36-38, 20:30-31





Confirm apostleship


“signs of an apostle”	2 Cor 12:11-12


Preached gospel through signs	Rom 15:19


Wonders and signs done	Acts 2:43


Reveal all truth


Teach and guide in all truth	John 14:26, 16:13


Reveal the mystery of salvation	Eph 3:1-5


Given words of revelation	1 Cor 2:12-13


Confirm truth revealed


Salvation confirmed by signs	Heb 2:3-4


Word confirmed by signs	Mark 16:19-20


All this was done to establish faith in the Son of God and His gospel of salvation.
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